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Every Advent, we light candles, sing carols, and pray for
Christ’s coming because we believe God entered a fright-
ened world to bring good news. We hold onto hope be-
cause we believe that Christ did come—that’s the promise
of the season. Our hope is not flimsy or fleeting. It’s gritty,
resilient, and can endure—no matter what we fear or
face. This season, let us insist on hope and trust that good
news is greater than fear.

- from Sanctified Art, "What Do You Fear?"

Listen to the “What Do You Fear” playlist on Spotify or Apple music, curated by A Sanctified Art:

https://tinyurl.com/WDYFApple

Coffee and W VA=
Creativity! |° b R

., ‘
Every Sunday 7/ \ . XY

during Advent,
after worship, |
we’ll have a
Calling All the Angels playlist (by the writer of the book study): | chance to connect and engage in creative
rpoacs activities in the Welcome Center. In addi-
https://tinyurl.com/AdventAngelsSpotify g il tion to our regular treats and drinks, we’ll
! also provide an opportunity to create sea-
son-themed crafts that you can take home
or share with others. We’re thrilled to see
what we create together!



https://tinyurl.com/WDYFSpotify
https://tinyurl.com/WDYFApple
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H H SESSION HIGHLIGHTS, A motion was carried to approve use of the sanctuary
HIGHLKlHTS November 2025 for the Girl Scouts annual awards ceremony the after-
noon of May 31, 2026. The Girl Scouts meet at Eastridge.
\D Approve Session Meet-
‘&J ing Minutes for October ~ The Food Pantry has seen an increase in Wednesday
12, 2025. shoppers and the Sunday drive-thru due to food insecu-

. . . : rities. A Food Pantry training was held November 15.
Approve Special Session Meeting Minutes for October

19, 2025. Acknowledge that communion was served on ~ The Homestead Presbytery Meeting was held Novem-
Sunday, November 2 at 9:30 a.m. ber 20 at Tekamah.

A motion was carried to receive new members Lynn Rev. Thomas Dummermuth was nominated as co-
Ayers, Karen Buell, and Sharon Wilson. Please welcome ~President for Justice in Action.

these new members to Eastridge!

Trailblazers is a group of older adults at Eastridge that provides an oppor-

tunity for men and women, singles as well as couples, to participate to-

TRAILBLAZERS
AT
EASTRIDGE

gether in the life of the church—in service and fellowship. We usually
meet the third Friday night of the month, September through May.

December 19: Carols and White Elephant Gift Exchange

Advent at EPC:

9:30 am worship every Sunday.

2025 Advent at EPC: Special music every week, fellowshi
EASTRIDGE @'\D P y Week P

5 ; ' and activities to follow.
9:30 am worship every Sunday

special music every week “ : ”
fellowship and activities to follow (Sanctuary and Calling All Angels” study on Monday or

Welcome Center) Wednesday evening, “Preparing for
Christmas” on Wednesday morning.
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“Calling All Angels” Bible study Monday or Wednesday evening
“Preparing for Christmas” Bible study Wednesday morning . .
December 14: EPW Cookie Sale following
December 14 worship; 7pm McGuire Family Christmas
EPW Cookie Sale following worship
7 pm McGuire Family Christmas Carols
(streamed on Facebook and Youtube) Youtube) in partnership with The Coffee

in partnership with The Coffee Roaster and ) .
Hasament CreatorsNotwoik Roaster and Basement Creator’s Net:

bincs /\ i
=) work.

Q\

Carols (streamed on Facebook and

=yOou

=G
[ J (e :I December 24
/k/;‘ % 4:30 pm Candlelight service led by our children and youth December 24:
ey ~ 7 pm Candlelight service led by C} | Choir and A q
/TR ll<i]rk Rinlg(‘l‘: IghE service led by Chancel Chiolrant 4:30 pm Candlelight service led by our

children and youth
7:00 pm Candlelight service led by Chan-
cel Choir and Kirk Ringers.
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Advent Book Study: “Calling All Angels — An Advent
Study of Fearlessness and Strength”

Wednesdays, December 3,10,and 17
6:00-7:00 p.m. ® Led by Pastor Thomas

What would you do if you were not afraid?

That question lies at the heart of this captivating Advent study on the timeless mes-
sages spoken by the angels.

Life can be daunting, filled with uncertainty and worry. It wasn’t any different two
thousand years ago when Jesus was born. An aged priest is told he will become a
father for the first time. A young woman learns she will bear a child outside of mar-
riage. A carpenter is asked to believe the impossible. Shepherds keeping watch at

fIN AADVENT STUDY OF FEARLESSNESS IND STRENGTH

ERIN WATHEN

night are startled by a host of angels shining in the sky.

Yet each of these encounters begins with the same refrain: Do not be afraid.

In Calling All Angels, pastor and author Erin Wathen invites us to hear these words not merely as comfort, but as a divine call-
ing—to live with courage and faith in the face of fear. Together, we’ll explore what might change in our relationships, voca-
tions, and communities if we truly trusted that message.

All are welcome to join this three-week Advent journey. Books will be available at the church (or you may order your

own). Sign up here: https://bit.ly/callingangelsepc

How You Can Help: toilet paper
e Checkour list of needed items and donate what you can e  Cleaning itemsi.e. laundry soap, dish soap

e Make a financial contribution designated specifically for o« Feminine hygiene products
the Pantry

X e Canned fruits, vegetables, tomato
e Volunteer your time to help dis- S products
tribute food or assist shoppers

e Canned meats
e Share your excess garden pro-

P o
ECES

| e Spaghetti pasta
FOOD PANTRY

duce with us

e Pray for pantry and our clients

e We can use your clean plastic bags from grocery/retail ~ Eastridge Food Pantry volunteer sign ups:

Use. « Distribution: https://bit.ly/FPDistFood

I :
tems we can use o Filling boxes: https://bit.ly/FPFillingBoxes

e Personal care items i.e. shampoo, conditioner,
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YOUTH DINNER: We LOVE having visitors at Youth Group on Wednesday eve-
nings. It’s a chance for us to get to know others in the congregation outside of
the normal Sunday morning setting. One of the ways to get to know our youth,
and be in fellowship with them, is to provide dinner on a Wednesday evening. It &
can be a group of people providing dinner, a couple of families getting togeth-
er, or individuals. We feed around 8-10 people each week. If
you provide dinner, it is most helpful for us if the volunteers can set up, serve dinner,
and clean up, and most importantly JOIN US for dinner. It’s a great time to hear
about what the youth are doing in their life. Often times, you only have to ask one
question and they will take it and run! If you would be willing to volunteer, you can
sign up with the following link or QR code. Thank you in advance for your support of
our youth! https://bit.ly/youthdinner25-26

/. THANK YOU to everyone who shopped the Handspoken (formerly Ten Thousand Villages) sale! It was a
! a’lky huge success. The youth will receive about $450 that will go toward the summer mission trip. This year

R
2

#43%  the group will travel to Colorado to do some work around the Estes Park area.

The Gratitude and Generosity of Giving Please consider turning in an estimate of giving

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, cards for 2026 so

not regretfully or under compulsion, for God lovesq ~ that our steward-

cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with eve- ship/financial com- f

ry blessing in abundance, so that by always having mittee can plana

enough of everything, you may share abundantly in budget for next

every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 year. We give thanks E\\g
for the generosity

"If our first response to the receipt of gifts is gratitude, v
. . . . o that keeps our minis-
then our second is reciprocity: to give a gift in return.” - pso RO ... .

. . . i i ] one who saws bountifully will 350 reap bountifully, 2 Corinthians 9.6
Robin Wall Kimmerer, The Serviceberry, pg.13. tries going! ’

Youth Ministry News

The Eastridge Youth Group has formally joined with
the youth group from First Presbyterian Church. We |
¢ are excited about this partnership and believe that it :
4 is beneficial to both groups to work as a team. The
youth really do enjoy being together and get along
really well! In one of our more recent gatherings, we
started working on Advent crafts. The youth
| enjoyed the time to be creative and talk about

- Christmas traditions.



https://bit.ly/youthdinner25-26
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Per Capita/Denominational Giving: For 2025 the assessed Per Capita is $ 38.54 per
Per member of Eastridge.

However, if you are so called, a gift of $100 will help us cover our denominational

C ap lta funding obligations and assist those who may not be able to contribute towards this

obligation.

ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION:
Do you have cloth napkins and napkin rings laying around that you no longer
use?

If so, our children’s ministry program would love to take them off your hands.
They don’t have to be matching sets. The more random they are, the better! We
are going to learn a little bit about hospitality around the table, and we can use

them for our snack time on Tuesday afternoons.

Did you know?

The bulletin board in the hallway outside the women’s restroom has
volunteer opportunities and other community information.

We welcome these new members to Eastridge: Lynn Ayers,
g1 Karen Buell and Sharon Wilson.

Some “tidbits” they have shared with us:

| Lynn: she is the founder and former executive director of the child
' advocacy center, BraveBe.

Karen: she has two birds and enjoys math.

Sharon: she is a retired neonatal ICU nurse.

Christmas Eve Services:

4:30 pm - candlelight service led by ~
the children : - \/& hdt QIO

7:00 pm - candlelight service led by _ :-_ - AR fOLl F@@Lr

the Chancel Choir and Kirk Ringers - “—" IN THE TIME OF HEROD, WE
LONG FOR GOD TO BREAK IN
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Faith Partners: Eastridge Faith Partners met this week to discuss our

recent survey responses, and our first event will be a book/movie discussion
of Still Alice by Lisa Genova. We will meet Monday, December 8 at 7:00 pm in
M12. A synopsis of the novel: From author and neuroscientist Lisa Genova comes
the definitive--and illuminating--novel about Alzheimer's disease. Alice Howland is
proud of the life she worked so hard to build. At fifty years old, she's a cognitive psy-
chology professor at Harvard and a world-renowned expert in linguistics with a suc-
cessful husband and three grown children. When she becomes increasingly disorient-
ed and forgetful, a tragic diagnosis changes her life-and her relationship with her
family and the world--forever. As she struggles to cope with Alzheimer's, she learns
that her worth is comprised of far more than her ability to remember. Sign up here:

https://bit.ly/stillalicediscussion

Soup & Charcuterie!

Celebrate the season with us on Sunday, December
21 right after worship! Warm up with a cozy bowl

of wild rice soup and enjoy a cheerful charcuterie
spread—crackers, cheeses, nuts, olives, berries, and
more.

We’ll provide the soup—sign up to bring a charcuterie
board and share in the holiday joy!

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/charcuterieboardepc

Find your daily Advent Calendars:
*Printed copies are available in the Welcome Center
*Copies can be e-mailed by request

*Daily prompts will be posted on Facebook and

Instagram ) h\t .
=/I[ABVNaU

OU [eer

A weekly Advent devotional following our theme — N InsisTNGIGNIRRIKS AoveNT

"What do you fear?" is available in the Welcome Cen-

ter. Large print copies are available. If you would like
one mailed to you, please contact the office.
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EASTRIDGE PRESBYTERIAN ANGEL TREE:

It’s that time of year when one of the ways our Eastridge family helps brighten the holidays for others is by
filling the needs hanging on our Angel Tree. In recent years, we’ve learned that sometimes the most empa-
thetic and compassionate way to do this is to provide the recipients with financial resources they can use to
meet the needs and/or wants of themselves and their family. We can do this by providing gift cards to be
used at businesses that have been recommended as accessible by the agencies we will be supporting.

This year Angel Tree gift cards will be divided among Aging Partners, Fresh Start, and Lefler Middle School.
These agencies have recommended businesses where they can be used by the recipient to purchase a varie-
ty of things - toys, clothing of various sizes, personal care items, food, books, gas for their car, etc. Amazon
cards have also been included for those that might not have transportation to shop in person. It’s recom-
mended that the gift cards be in increments of $25 and $50.

Recommended businesses include: Target, Dollar Tree, Super Saver, Walmart, Russ’s, Hy-Vee and Amazon.

You’re invited to purchase one or more gift cards from the above businesses and place them in one of the
envelopes hanging on the Angel Tree. Please fill in the blanks on the envelope and then drop it in the black
dropbox by the office door anytime between now and December 14.

As we think about the impact of these gifts on the recipients,
these words from the song Angels Among Us by Alabama seem
appropriate:

Oh, I believe there are angels among us

Sent down to us from somewhere up above
They come to you and me in our darkest hours ANGE]L TREE

To show us how to live, to teach us how to give
To guide us with the light of love

Thank you for being an angel, by participating in this effort to
brighten the holidays for others among us.

The Eastridge Presbyterian Book Club meets again January
12. Our January pick is The Berry Pickers by Amanda Pe-

W ters. The EPC Book Club meets monthly from
September—June in M12.

Join us for discussion and refreshments!

To view the year’s list, head to the Eastridge website,
calendar page.
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V7 [_ NT . ‘2 THE GATHERING PLACE: Rev. Dr. Melodie Jones Pointon..................Senior Pastor
lw '-.'? 'T' EE 1 1
o v , Eastridge Presbyterian Church Rev. Thomas Dummermuth...... ...........Associate Pastor
NUITIRR\LIZBIN arranges to provide 4-5 volun- _ _ o
AN . Kris Adler-Brammer........ Youth and Children’s Ministries
teers at The Gathering Place, a
local soup kitchen, on the 4th Donna Gustafson.............cccce e eeeeen .. Office Manager
Monday of each month. For more information on Andy Kalnins......................Night/Weekend Custodian
what this entails, contact the church office. Thank Brent Shaw..................Organist & Adult Choir Director
you to all Eastridge members who volunteer to ’ ] g
serve at The Gathering Place. Sign up here: il McGuire orship Leader
https://bit.ly/epcgatheringplace26 Vince Ruhl........................Director of Online Ministries
Brett Meier............ ceceuueneo.. ... .Audio/Visual Technician
The Wednesd i
. € yvednescay m.om"jlg Laura Siemsen........................Administrative Assistant
Bible study group is doing
“Preparing for Christmas” Office number.....cccevvvvverieiien e ee venen ... .402-488-7844
A by Richard Rohr for Advent.  Melodie Jones Pointon: mjonespointon@eastridge.org
 This group meets each Thomas Dummermuth: tdummermuth@eastridge.org
Wednesday at 10:30 am. For
DAILY . .
MEDITATIONS more mformatlon, contact
Did you know? %A
Some interesting statistics on pledged giving at Eastridge:
Approximately 30% of our Eastridge members pledge gifts to the church. Pledged FINANGIAL

UPDATE

coming year. This year at Eastridge, we have 6 new family units that have pledged, and 28 that

giving is appreciated, as it allows our finance committee to plan a budget for the

have increased their pledge! Thank you for your gifts to the church.

Eastridge financial update:

We need approximately $ 22,000 per week (Nov—Dec) to make
our 2025 budget goal. For comparison, we took in $ 18,926 last
week (November 23-26).

Thank you to those who have responded to the fund match!

Finance Report
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