
Eastridge Church Staff 
 
Rev. Dr. Melodie Jones Pointon.…....…...Senior Pastor 
Rev. Thomas Dummermuth….……  ...Associate Pastor 
Kris Adler-Brammer….Youth and Children’s Ministries 
Dr. Brian Lew…..…………...Director of Music Ministries 
Donna Gustafson…………..….………..…Office Manager 
Andy Kalnins………………….Night/Weekend Custodian 
Brent Shaw……………………..……..……………...Organist 
Will McGuire………..………………….…...Worship Leader 

Vince Ruhl…………………….Director of Online Worship 
Brett Meier…………………………..……………….A/V Tech 
Laura Siemsen………………...Administrative Assistant 
Office number……………….….402-488-7844 
 

Melodie Jones Pointon’s cell – 402-817-9004                                                         
email: mjonespointon@eastridge.org    

Thomas Dummermuth’s cell – 402-817-9642                                                
email: tdummermuth@eastridge.org     

   The weekly Lamp 

 

                               TODAY AT EASTRIDGE                                                  

9:00 am          Worship — IN PERSON                                                          

10:30 am         Worship — IN PERSON and online                                               

FOR VOLUNTEERS: Sign ups for December are below.                                                                  

Wednesday and Sunday Distribution:    https://bit.ly/FPDecDist 

Filling boxes:    https://bit.ly/FPDecFill 

Join us for our Advent Study: Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes 

by Cynthia M. Campbell.  

When: Starting Thursday, December 1, 10-11 am for four weeks 

(Further dates: December 8, 15, and 22).  Where: Zoom.  

Please sign up via the following link to receive instructions to 

join the zoom sessions: https://bit.ly/GospelHomes 

Copies of the book are available on the Welcome Desk and wher-

ever good books are sold.                                                                                                  

If questions, contact Pastor Thomas 

(tdummermuth@eastridge.org or 402-488-1454 ) 

Join us for Mid-Week Meals and 

Worship Activities during Advent!  

November 30: Crock Pot Meals                                       

December 7: bring a pizza to share!                          

December 14: Holiday Meal: bring a 

side dish                                                                

December 21: Pot luck: bring a 

main dish, side, or dessert to share 

Sign up:                                                     

https://bit.ly/mealsinadvent 

EPC Book Club:  Join us on Monday, January 9 as we discuss the book True Biz by Sara 

Novic.  

We meet each month during the school year for discussion and refreshments in the Con-

ference Room at Eastridge! 

Can You Do This? Would you be available to be a part of the EPC Meals on 
Wheels team? We need to fill the 2nd Monday slot, which would take from 
about 10:45-1:00 on the 2nd Monday of each month.  After many years of loy-
al service, Gerald Hoppe finds it is time to step down from this task. Along 
with Lois, and since her passing, he has served faithfully for many years. 
Thank you for your dedication, Gerald!If you are interested in picking up this opportunity to serve, 
or even finding out more about it, please contact Jo Bateman or the church office. 

The Worship and Music Committee is sponsoring a calendar 
fundraiser for our choral scholars.  A sign up is available at 
the Welcome Desk.  Checks payable to West Door Studios 
for $ 30, checks can be left in the office inbox. If paying via 
Venmo, account info at right. Not just birds this year! 

Trailblazers for December:  Caroling with Patty Niemann & White              

Elephant Gift Exchange 

7:00 p.m. December 16—Huxtable Lounge 

Committee: Rafos, Schulze, Lanz 



Advent is the season to 

shine a light on the way of 

Jesus, to examine his model 

of love, compassion, and 

healing.  In that effort, a 

portion of our congrega-

tional mission giving is 

directed to international 

efforts in Ethiopia, Sudan, 

and South Sudan.  Presby-

terian work in Ethiopia began in 1918 when soon-to-

be king, Haile Selassie, asked the Presbyterian 

Church to help with the 1918-19 worldwide flu epi-

demic. Dr. Lambie, a Presbyterian missionary in the 

Sudan, responded by establishing the present hospi-

tal, school, and church in Dembi Dollo. Later in the 

early 1960’s, Haile Selassie invited the Presbyterian 

Church to send missionaries to two remote provinces 

of southwest Ethiopia in what was known as the Il-

lababour-Kaffa project.  Several long-term Presby-

terian missionaries have continued the ministry in 

this area through the years.  

Berhane Yesus Elementary School (BYES) is one of 

the oldest and most prestigious mission schools in 

Ethiopia. It was founded by a Presbyteri-

an missionary, Dr. Lambie, who in 1921 began the K-

8 school in the western highlands. It serves the poor 

and rural children of migrant laborers, farmers, and 

sometimes displaced people groups.  Attended by 

500 children, BYES students score the highest in the 

region on the 8th grade achievement tests.  Some 

students pay modest tuition; while many others are 

provided scholarships.  About 75% of BYES' operat-

ing budget is funded by outside donors, including 

members of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Offering 

a strong educational foundation, “teaching and 

learning activities are performed in the Light of Je-

sus,” the English translation of "Berhane Yesus."   

Presbyterian World Mission works in partnership 

with the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan 

(PCOSS) and the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangel-

ical Church (SSPEC) to develop Christ-centered 

peace-building programs, to strengthen and develop 

church primary and secondary schools, and provide 

teachers for adult theological education. Mission co-

workers provide expertise working alongside local 

leaders and other partner organizations in each of 

these areas. EPC has hosted two international gath-

erings of advocates of mission work in Sudan and 

South Sudan.  Sudanese and Americans joined to 

share personal experiences and pray for reconcilia-

tion in fractured regions of Africa.  
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT EASTRIDGE:             

Postcards (at left) are available at the Welcome 

Desk, and will be sent in the mail this week. High-

lights of the Advent Season: Sunday worship, a 

cantata, mid-week meals and worship activities, 

The Longest Night worship, and Christmas Eve 

worship. 

If you would like to light the advent candle during 

worship, please contact the church office at: 

office@eastridge.org or 402-488-7844 

Prayers: For the family of Marv Lyman. Service info to come. 

Ken Nelson, as he undergoes medical tests. 

Flowers: Forms for Poinsettias are in the bulletin this                 

morning!                             

Thank you for your response to our stewardship  cam-
paign so far! If you still have not turned in a pledge card, 
our finance committee welcomes the opportunity to bet-
ter plan a church budget for 2023. For comparison: in 

2022, 93 family units pledged to support Eastridge financially. This year, we are currently at 76 family 
units. This difference means we are approximately $ 46,000 less/short in our pledged gifts toward the 
2023 budget. Thank you for your gifts and pledges! 

YOUTH FUNDRAISING  “YOU’VE BEEN ELFED” –  Eastridge Youth Group is hosting is a grouping of Christmas 

Elf yard signs.  Church members and friends will have the opportunity to “rent” the group of signs to place in 

neighbor or friends front yard for 48 hours.  The rental fee is $25 for one set of signs for one 48-hour period.  The 

youth group will do the drop off and pick up.  We will have two sets of signs, and each will have a place where you 

can put yourself in the sign to take pictures.  This is a perfect thing for families with young 

children.  You could “rent” one for yourself, your grandchildren or that favorite neighbor 

who has small children.  The first day the signs will be available is Friday, December 2nd 

and the last day they are available is Friday, December 24th.  In the next few weeks, 

youth group members will be available on Sunday morning to take your reservation.  You 

will also be able to contact Kris in in the church office to schedule a reservation. 

 The Angel Tree is in the Welcome Center! There will be instructions on the orna-

ments. Please sign up on the table next to the tree when choosing an angel. If ques-

tions, contact Susan Taylor at 402-617-8414. 


