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From the Pastor’s Pen…

pression. And similarly, Lent invites us ‘along the road’ with Jesus on his journey to Holy Week.
Sounds inviting? Or rather terrifying? Maybe both?

the Way”. Maybe, Luke’s gospel
is best understood as travel literaThe Journey to
ture, as a companion during both:
the high and low points, victories
Jerusalem
and defeats, moments of daring
Lent comes from an old English
and obedience as well as times of
Justo L. Gonzalez writes, “the
word for springtime, perhaps
shying away in our lives?
connected with the lengthening path that Jesus follows to JerusaThis year during Lent, we’re once
of days in this time of the year in lem is not a straight path, nor is
the Northern Hemisphere. I don’t the discipleship journey of Chris- again invited to enter this journey
to Jerusalem. We will hear some
know about you, but I very much tians, symbolized in the Lenten
look forward to spring. This win- journey. Furthermore, the way to of our favorite stories from
Luke’s goster has
pel, and will
been parbe chalticularly
lenged by
long and
the call to
hard, and I
discipleship.
am more
We are invitthan ready
ed to feast
for days to
on suppers,
be longer
to gather for
and warmer again. Yes: I am
midweek services, to engage in
Jerusalem is not entirely one of
ready for Lent. But then again, I
know that Lent is about so much sorrow and preparation for pain studies and reflections, as well as
participate in outreach opportuniand death. It is also a journey of
more than just a change of season. It also comes with a change joy and promise, with many high ties.
points, even frequent banquets
of pace and direction.
And maybe we will connect with
that provide occasions for Jesus other travel companions on their
In the scripture for Ash Wednesto feast and to teach.” (Luke: A
pilgrimage or find solidarity with
day, Luke marks this turning point
Theological Commentary on the people on journeys all over the
quite clearly: “When the days
Bible, p.130)
globe, but most certainly: we will
drew near for him to be taken up,
In Luke’s gospel, we find that Je- encounter the face of God who is
he set his face to go to Jerusaalways found on the road less
sus is always the road. Similarly
lem” (Luke 9:51). Lent is about
the first followers of Jesus were traveled.
Jesus’ journey toward his fate,
facing the powers of evil and op-

known as those who “belong to

~Rev. Thomas Dummermuth
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Lenten Calendar
March 6: Ash Wednesday
Soup/Casserole Supper 6:00 PM
Worship 6:30PM

Lenten Soup/Casserole Meals each Wednesday during Lent at 6:00 PM
Worship each Wednesday during Lent at 6:30 PM
Worship each Sunday during Lent at 9:00 am and 11:00 am

Lenten Studies:
Wednesday Morning Bible Study Group: Crossbound by
Charles B. Hardwick. Beginning March 6 at 10:30 am in the Conference Room.
•

Monday Night Bible Study Group: He Chose the Nails by Max
Lucado. Beginning Monday, March 11 in Huxtable at 7:00 pm.
•

A Lenten Study for Young Adults: Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy Week by Amy Jill Levine. Beginning March 7 at 6:30-7:30pm. Childcare provided.
•

March 10: GiFT Sunday *DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS*
March 28: Bistro Theology at 7:00 pm at The Piedmont Bistro on Cotner Blvd.
April 14: Palm Sunday

April 18: Maundy Thursday Meal at 6:00 PM and Worship at 7:00 PM
April 19: Good Friday Worship Service at 7:00 PM
April 21: Easter Worship Services: Sunrise: 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM; Easter Breakfast
following Sunrise service
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Photos from Eastridge Youth Ministry events: Youth Sunday (February 3), a trip to the Lincoln Food Bank, and Class meals (hosted by Eastridge members in their homes).
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This summer we are going to try something different for VBS. We will offer
an intergenerational VBS on Wednesday evenings in July. The sessions will
be July 10, 17, 24 & 31. Each evening will begin with dinner & fellowship followed by lessons and activities. The evening activities will follow a theme
but will be independent of one another in order to allow those to participate as their schedule allows. Because this is a shift from the past several
years, we are still well in the planning phase. Watch upcoming newsletters,
the Lamp and email communications for further information.

THANK YOU to all who donated to the Souper
Bowl of Caring! We collected $1,381 and 88 food
items for the pantry at Eastridge. Your generous
donations will assist our pantry as we work to
feed those in need.

coffee on Sunday morning, you know how good
this coffee is!) Beginning on April 7th, we will have
order forms available to purchase coffee. Once we
are done collecting the orders, they will be filled
and will be available for pick up on one of the following Sunday mornings.

MINISTRY WITH YOUTH
Youth Fundraiser

We have a second part of this fundraiser in the
works!

In just a few short months, the youth will begin
their summer trips. The High School youth will
head to Purdue University for the Presbyterian
Youth Triennium and the Middle School will attend
the Youth Encounter week at Heartland Camp in
Kansas City. Both are week long experiences that
will be great for our youth. In order for us to make
it affordable for our families to attend, we will have
a two-part fundraiser that will begin on Sunday,
April 7th.

As we get closer to April, watch the bulletin and
email announcements for more information on our
fundraising efforts. We are hoping to raise around
$3000 to assist our youth this summer. We thank
you, in advance, for all the support you give to our
youth!

The first part of our fundraiser is selling coffee from
The Coffee Roaster. (If you have ever had a cup of
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Trailblazers for March: On
March 15 we’ll dine out here in
Lincoln, location TBA. Contact
the committee (Hastings,
Johnson) for more info.

Monday Night
Bible Study Group:
He Chose the Nails
by Max Lucado.

We will begin the Monday after Ash Wednesday (March
11). This group meets in Huxtable at 7:00 pm.

We are always looking
for more writers for
our online devotion
ministry! Please contact the office if you
are interested in writing. To read the devotions, sign up in the office, or go to:
www.eastridgedailydevo.blogspot.com

Wednesday Morning Bible
Study Group: Crossbound by
Charles B. Hardwick. Beginning Ash Wednesday.
This group meets in the Conference Room at 10:30 am
each Wednesday. Contact the
office if you are interested.

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS AND PERSONAL HYGIENE
DRIVE!

Lent Week 6: Feminine Hygiene- tampons, pads,
panty liners - Note: any size package is usable.

For the Lenten season the Eastridge Food Pantry is
having Personal Hygiene and Household Item Drive.
These are items our clients frequently request for
everyday use, and unfortunately we cannot get
these items from the Lincoln Food Bank. Each week
we will be requesting and feature an “Item of the
Week”.

Lent Week 7: Men’s and Women’s Deodorant

Lent Week 1: Laundry Detergent

The Eastridge
Food Pantry

Helpful tip: Dollar Tree has full-sized bottles for $1 of
many of our requested items - laundry detergent,
dish soap, shampoo, conditioner, dish soap, body
wash, deodorant, etc)

These are all just suggestions for each week. We will
gladly accept any of the items any week of Lent, or
Also, please consider the more people we can help, the
of the year!
better. For example, we rather receive 20 regularThanks!
sized bottles of something than 5 bulk-sized bottles.

Lent Week 2: Liquid Dish Soap
Lent Week 3: Shampoo and Conditioner
Lent Week 4: Liquid Body Wash and Lotion
Lent Week 5: Toothbrushes and toothpaste - Note:
toothbrushes must be individually wrapped
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A Lenten Study for Young Adults
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Every Thursday during Lent, starting March 7. 6:30-7:30pm.
Childcare provided.
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy Week
Although the Bible gives us insights into what Jesus was thinking between
the time he entered into Jerusalem and the night he spent in the Garden of
Gethsemane, we can’t totally relate. But what if we look at the “ordinary”
people who witnessed the Passion events…the women around Jesus and his
disciples? Or the “bad” guys…Judas, Pilate, and Caiaphas? If we look closely
at the people who were part of Jesus’ life during the last days before the crucifixion—their relationships and roles in the story—how might that deepen
our understanding of what happened?
In Entering the Passion of Jesus, Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts
surrounding the Passion story to help us fill in the blanks.
Join us this Lent for a rich and challenging learning experience! Contact Kylie
Meter or the office for more information.

Join us - again or for the first
time - at Bistro Theology!

What Bistro Theology is not:

When: Thursday, March 28th, 7-9pm

a church service.

Where: The Piedmont Bistro by Venue

a debate club.

a slick new evangelism program.
a Bible study at the bar.

“Theology begins with wonder and with unanswered questions.” — Avery Cardinal Dulles

What Bistro Theology is:
a monthly conversation in Lincoln NE about stuff
that matters.
a gathering space for people of all faith and nonfaith backgrounds to come together and respectfully dialogue and question over life, spirituality, culture and society.

Come join us at the Piedmont
Bistro for Faith, Drinks, Discussions

a celebration of our community and how we can
challenge and learn from each other.
“In the Church of Jesus Christ there can and
should be no non-theologians.” — Karl
Barth
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With some changes to personnel at the end of
January, the church office is putting together a
list of volunteers who could: 1) help with large
room setups, specifically funeral luncheons. 2)
help with general maintenance. Please call the
church for more information, if you think you
may be able to be on either
list!
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The Lincoln
Quilts of Valor
Group met Saturday, February 2 in
Roeske Fellowship Hall as part
of the QOV National Sew Day. Local quilters joined others across
the nation to create Quilts of Valor® for veterans
and active service personnel touched by war. World
War II Veterans and EPC members Wanda Gardner, Lauren Holcombe and John Wolfe were
awarded their quilts at the end of this QOV sewing
event. Phil Holman will be awarded his Quilt of
Valor on Monday, March 4 at 2pm in the Saratoga
Lounge located on the first floor of the far east
building on the Eastmont campus.

Interfaith Breakfast on April 12

Online reservations are available at lancasterfaith.org for the
35th annual Mayor’s Interfaith Prayer Breakfast on April
12. Pardeep Singh Kaleka is with The Forgiveness Project
and is co-founder of “Serve2Unite.”
Individual tickets are $30, and sponsorships of 10 seats are
available for $300. In the spirit of the event, groups attending together are encouraged to mingle their seating with
other groups.
For more information on the Prayer Breakfast, contact Stephen Griffith, Faith Coalition of Lancaster County, 402-7308927.

Eastridge Presbyterian Church Book Club
We meet in the Conference Room each month, with discussion and refreshments, the second Monday of the
month at 7:00 pm. Full list is available on the church
website. For March, we’ll discuss both February and
March picks, since our February meeting was cancelled
due to snow. See you at 7:00 March 11!

In 2018, Nebraska Quilt of Valor members awarded
1,128 quilts with the Lincoln Chapter awarding 80
quilts to local veterans. Since 2003, 212,451 quilts
have been awarded nationwide. The national goal
for 2019 is to reach 300,000 veterans and active duty service members with the awarding of a quilt.
Anyone may request a Quilt of Valor for a veteran
or active duty service member by visiting
QOVF.org.
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stood itself to be a confessional church—which
means: we make statements about who we are and
what we believe. It’s in our DNA to respond to difficult circumstances by declaring our faith, considering the implications of conflict and cultural change
for our doctrine and structure, and being informed
by the confessions of the past as we make our way
forward.

March GiFT - The Book of Confessions

The Book of Confessions is a collection of many of
these statements and declarations. Some have compared it with the family scrapbook of our community
of faith. It tells the story of our past and gives us a
roadmap for the future.

The church has traveled far and wide. And it’s been a
pretty great trip! But there has also been plenty of
turmoil along the way—and there will likely more to
come.

Come join us on GiFT Sunday on March 10 to learn
more about our church’s larger story, and how it
equips us to live our our calling faithfully in our time
and place.

GiFT 2019: CREED: What We Mean When We
Say What We Believe

THANK YOU NOTE:
Eastridge Presbyterian: Thank you so much for all your help with
Food Bank as well as supporting our Lefler family {member} Lori
Dean with the funeral arrangements. We appreciate all you do!
~ Lefler Middle School administration

New Ministry Being
Considered
Eastridge is considering a new
ministry in the area of alcohol/
drug issues. Many people in our
community are impacted by alcohol and drug problems daily.
If you feel that our congregation has a role to play in support-

ing recovery or in preventing
problems, then you are a candi-

date for this ministry. If you’ve
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found help in the Twelve Step program or other spiritual disciplines
for problems like alcohol, drugs,
overeating, or other forms of dependence, you’re also a candidate
for this ministry.
If you want to learn more, please
contact Pastor Thomas tdummermuth@eastridge.org
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Plymouth Bread for the
World Team is sponsoring
an Advocacy Workshop,
Bread for the World is a
March 10, from 1:00 to
collective, non-partisan
4:00 p.m. in Mayflower
Christian voice urging our
Hall. Nebraska Appleseed
nation’s decision makers
and Civic Nebraska will be
to end hunger at home
our resource presentand abroad. Find out what
ers. Everyone is invitlegislative bills are being
ed. For more information
considered in the Nebrascontact Tim Shaw at timoka Unicameral to address
thyfshaw@gmail.com or 402food insecurity and sup432-4646, or Bill Wehrbein at
port for working families, wmw@NebrWesleyan.edu or
and learn how to be an
402-840-1442.
effective advocate. First

Bread for the World
Advocacy Workshop

HOSPICE SINGERS: During
the month of October, 18
people from various Lincoln
churches received hospice
training and have begun preparing to provide bedside
singing to those who have been placed in hospice
care. The purpose of this new EPC music ministry
mission is to bring comfort and peace, through music, to those who are receiving hospice care. Anyone
wishing to have this group sing for a loved one or
friend in hospice care should contact Patty Niemann, Eastridge Hospice Singers coordinator (402432-8353 or epc.hospice.singers@gmail.com).

At this year’s annual meeting, the session felt it was important to share some
information regarding our 2019 budget.

At the January meeting, the session made changes (cuts) to the 2019 budget
in three areas: Mission/Outreach, Personnel, Per Capita. You can find specific
information in the February newsletter.
In summary: We are trying to be fiscally responsible and conservative, meeting the changes that are happening in society. At the same time, we want to recognize that we are a thriving, healthy, growing church.
Our statistics are encouraging: 29 new members in 2018, growth of 25% in our children’s ministry, a strong
youth ministry, a vibrant music ministry, and growth in our worship attendance in the last quarter of the
year. Thank you for your continued support of Eastridge!
We would like to share our sincere thanks to each of
you who lovingly supported our efforts by attending and
contributing to our "Say It With Music" concert to benefit the Choral Scholars Fund. It was a delightful time together where we sang, we played, we laughed and we
praised. Our hearts are full! We are so blessed to belong
to such a generous and loving community of faith. We
raised $ 3,000 for the fund.
With deep gratitude, Diane and Patty, Joel, Sarah, Jimmy,
Madeline, Jackie and Laini
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